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Ground-ho- g day has come and
gone and he didn't see his shadow.

The latest from Washington in-

dicate! that the Delaware pay-

ment will be made shortly, though
the time has not been announced.

Harrison ha! au-

thorized the statement that be will
not permit his name to go before
the Republican convention as a
candidate for renomination.

Wonder if our delegation has
forgotten that the railroads through
this country were to be asked to
reduce passenger fares to comform
to rates in the surrounding states?

Judge Parker at Fort Smith
never loses an opportunity to get a
whack at the territory courts, and
to deplore the loss of the jurisdic-
tion of his court over this country.
Parker stands by the newspaper
however, and says they are mak-

ing a school house out of eveiy
home.

There is no clash of opinion
among the reading public as to
whether a public official should be
exposed when guilty of conduct
unbecoming one filling a public
Btation. So The Chieftain, along
with the "common people," is of
the opinion that when a Cherokee
judge prostitutes his high office for
money and "works" his friends in
the senate and house for acquaint-

ance sake, while he pockets the
"slush," he ought to have the
cover pulled off him, be he long or
short, Downing or National.

Senator Jones and Congress-

man Bass Little of Arkansas are
brilliant examples of statesmen
that are able to blow hot and cold
a3 occasion requires. During the
last setflion of congress they were
in favor of stripping Judge Parker's
court of all its jurisdiction over
this territory and now they are
both fighting to have that section
of the law revoked which grants
the territory courts full jurisdic-
tion after September 1, 1896. But
there is to be an election over in
Arkansas this fall and these gentle-
men probably need the help of
Fort Smith.

Whatever may be the result of
the embroglio at Tablequah over
the queer capers of the secretary of
the board of education in drawing
over $8000 from the school fund
contrary to law, the fact will re-

main that there is something
wrong sojic where and that the
careful administration of law hai
been sadly neglected. The law
directs how money shall be drawn
from the treasury, and the execu-shou- ld

not allow Mr. Ivey nor any
one else to transcend the authority
of law and place in jeopardy the
most sacred funds belonging to the
nation. Ivey no doubt imposed
upon the chief as he does every one
with whom he comes in contact,
but he certainly seems to have
very much the best of the matter
so far.

The second term of Judge
Springer's court at Vinita opened
Tuesday in the.Gray-Halse- ll build-
ing with a lengthy docket, both
criminal and civil. This week and
next will be devoted to criminal
prosecutions, and the common law
docket will be taken up on Mon-

day, the 17th. The first thing in
order on the assembling of court
was the empaneling of the grand
jury. The sixteen gentlemen se-

lected for that body are certainly
well qualified for the duties before
them as they are well known, sub-

stantial citizens; Capl. C. V. Rog-

ers is the foreman. Following is
the panel: Wm. Little,Lem Par-

is, John L. Bates, Joseph Bar-ricklo-

G. A. Williams, Lee Bar-rit-t,

C. V. Rogers, Lee B. Smith,
John Drake, C. T Moore, A. S.

Nottingham, Robt. J. Lnnday, R.
W. Lindsey, J. G. Mehlin, T. A.
Stewart, L. T. Kinkaid.

The Cherokee nation is being
Hooded with blank contracts gotten
up by Col. S. W. Peel, to be tign-e- d

by while inter-marrie- d citizens
of the Cherokee nation, agreeing
to give Peel 25 per cent of all that
may be 'recovered. The white
adopted people have made a con-

tract through their organization
with Hon. H. W. McCorry, ol

Tennessee, who has agreed to do

the work for 10 per cent of money
recovered. It certainly would not
be prudent at this time to enter
into another contract, giving up
one fourth of all recovered, in the
face of the existing contract. Mr.
Peel probably sees that the money
is forth-comin- g and wants to share
in the fee. The part of wisdom
would be for the white adopted
people to employ just as few at-

torneys as possible and not think
of dividing their forces, if they
would win.

When considering the manifold
causes that have led up to the im-

pending dissolution of the Chero-
kee government, we should not
lose sight of the fact that it has
largely been the fault of our own
citizens and that the conduct of
many of our trusted officials has
been such as to give the Dawes
commission and others, both out-Bid-e

and inside our country, the
opportunity to pick our boasted
power of self government to pieces.

It is true that the Cherokees
have surrendered right after right,
and made concession after conces-

sion to the United Stales in the
vain hope of thereby preserving
intact the institutions that are
dear to every Indian heart. But
it is al.--o true that the grasping
and heartless greed of our own
people have run wild and uncheck-
ed. When the Strip was sold, (and
it was a sad day for the Cherokees
when it was) our own people rush-
ed in like hungry wolves and
many of them perjured themselves
to get an unjust share of what
should have been divided between
the whole nation, as it was their
common heritage.

In every solitary compromise
the Cherokees have made with the
government she has weakened the
home government in proportion,
but the death blows have been
struck by our own people, and are
continually being struck by our
leaders from the lowest to the
highest. The history of the Cher-
okee nation affords but few instan-
ces of loyalty or of patriotism
among her leaders, but is replete
with the peifidy of corrupt off-
icials. While we deplore the state
of affairs accredited to us by the
Dawes commission which was
without doubt overdrawn in many
particulars we all know that had the
corruption and meanness.of many of
our own officials been made known
fully, the awful report of the
Dawes commiision would have pal
ed into insignificance beside it.
Take for instance the payment of
the proceeds of the sale of
the Strip, and we find a system-
atic and scientific course of plun-
der and stealage that hardly has
a parallel in the history of
any country. Our authorities-- not
only denied a large portion of the
bona fide citizens of the nation the
right to participate in the pay-
ment, but they themselves, with-
out any sort of doubt pocketed a
generouts share of the people's
money.

To enumerate the instances in
the legislative department of the
government where large sums of
money has been used in carrying
forward schemes to loot the treas-
ury would fill a volume, and the
citizen who has paid any attention
to public affairs knows beyond a
doubt of many, many caies of open
and shameless bribery. It has
been said that these things ought
not to be printed, that they hinder
and injure the Indian cause. But
thatkiud of argument will not bear
the calcium light of reason, and
the time is here when the people
propose to know even the worst
and if possible to provide against it.

The Administration Xr&snre.
The Dawes commission appear-

ed before the senate Indian com-
mittee Monday, as stated in a
Washington dispatch, and explain-
ed a bill which they have prepared
and which meets the approval of
the administration and avoids
conflict with the treaties. One
provision extends the jurisdiction
of the federal courts over the Ind-
ians, so completely that nothing is
left for the Indian courts to do.
Another requires the approval of
the president to every act of the
Indian council before they can go
into effect. Town site legislation
is provided for. The Dawes com-
mission is continued and given en-
larged powers. The commission
is to make up the rolls of the Ind-
ians entitled to tribal rights, to ap-
portion and divide the town lots,
among the Indians, according to
value, not size. As soon as the
patent passes to the Indian, the
property becomes his to do with as
he pleases. No inalienable right
goes with any of the property.
The Dawes commission is to hav
charge of the intruder question and
of all like controversies. In short,
the Indians, under the operation
of the proposed act, will become
citizens of the United States and
landholders, and for the present
the commission will exercise most
of the function? of the government,
apart from what belongs to the fed-

eral courts.
The bill carries an appropriation

of $50,000 to continue the commis-
sion and to make its efforts effec-
tive. So territorial form of gov-
ernment is to be established (or
the present.

The idea among the senators has
been that a territorial government
would be the first step toward a
change of existing conditions. But
after the Dawes commission had
explained the administration bill,
the committee seemed to think
that about everything desired
might be accomplished through
the extension of court jurisdiction,
the enlargement of the commis-
sion's powers and the distribution
of the lands among the Indians.

Indian delegates have been
relying on a blind belief that the
president would stand between
them and the change. They are
thunderstruck at the statements of
the Dawes commission about the
provision which the president

GRAND JURY CHARGE.

Judge Springer's Address to that Im-
portant Body.

Gentlemen of the Grand Jury:
You have been chosen and

sworn as grand jurors for this term
of the United States court, in the
northern district of the Indian
Territory. It is your duty to make
inquiry, investigation and report
upon all violations of the criminal
lawe which are enforce in the Ind-
ian Territory.Criminal law is divid-
ed into two classes. The first class
is known as felonies and the other
as misdemeanors. The statute has
conferred upon the United States
commissioners for this territory
concurrent jurisdiction with this
court to hear and finally determine
misdemeanors. It is the cora-missine- rs

duty to hear and deter-
mine all cases of misdeanors; and
when persons come before you to
make complaint in regard to such
misdemeanors, it will be your duty
to refer them to the commissioners.
There are certain cases punishable
under the statutes, of which indi-
vidual citizens frequently are in-

disposed to make complaint and
institute proper prosecution, for
the reason that the law provides
that the prosecuting witness shall
give bond for costs in case the
prosecution fails. This fact fre-

quently renders the prosecution of
certain misdemeanors ineffective.
You are authorized to investigate
cases of that kind and present
them to this court.

The cases that will occupy most
of your attention are felonies; and
it will be your duty to investigate
all cases of that kind which are
cognizable in this court. There is
one class of misdemeanors which
it may be important for you to in-

vestigate, and about which there
has been some doubt heretofore as
to the jurisdiction of this court. I
refer to the statute which nakes
it a penal offence to carry weapons
in the Indian Territory. Those
offenses are designated misde-
meanors, but commissioners have
been in doubt as to whether per-
sons, who are members of any In
dian tribe or nation, are amenable
to that law. It is the opinion of
this court that all persons in the
Indian Territory are amenable to
the law prohibiting the carry-
ing of weapons, for the reason
that it is an offense against society
and a menace to all good people.
It 16 a practice which is very rep-
rehensible and which results fre-

quently in crimes of blood shtd
and murder. Persons ought to
know and they must know that
the law furnishes them a sufficient
means of protection from outrage
and wrong, and it is the duty of
every good citizen to rely upon the
law for his protectiot., and not to
arm himself to execute the law
according to his own caprice and
passion. It will be your duty,
therefore, to present all cases of
that kind, no matter what the na-
tionality of the offender may be,
in order that all persons and cit-
izens in the Indian Terrrtory may
be put on an equality so far as the
law is concerned, and in order to
show that this court has been es-

tablished for the purpose of main-
taining peace and good order.
There are some telonies that are
not cognizable in this court, and
which are to be tried by the United
States court for the eastern district
of Kansas and by the United States
court for the western district of
Arkansas. As the line of demark-atio- n

between cases of that kind
and cases which come before this
court is very finely drawn, you
will be governed by the advice of
the district attorney as to cases
that are cognizable in this court.

There are two reasons for in-

stituting investigations such as
you are about to enter upon. One
is for the purpose of redressing
wrongs as private individuals, the
wrongs which private individuals
may receive to their persons and
to their properly. But the most im-

portant of your functions is to pro-
tect society, and to present all of-

fenders in order that society at
large may be protected from
wrongs of every kind. It is there-
fore your sworn duty to act as ser-
vants of the people for the protec-
tion of them from wronc and out-
rage of every kind Your juris-
diction extends to that portion of
the Indian Territory comprised
within the limits of the northern
district of the Indian Territory,
which embraces the Creek, Semi-
nole and Cherokee nations and the
lands known as the Quapaw In-

dian reservation. But as there
are four places of holding court in
this district, you will confine your
investigation principally to that
part of the Indian Territory which
is tributary to this place, assum-
ing that other grand juries in other
parts of the district will give more
special attention to their imme-
diate localities. But whenever a
case is presented to you that comes
within the jurisdiction of the
northern district, you will
not fail to present
it on account of its want of prox-
imity to this place. You are pre-
sumed to have a jgeneral knowl-
edge of the locality in which you
live, and all persons whom you
know to be guilty of violations of
the laws upon your own informa-tion.yo- u

are authorized to present.
You are authorized and required
to make presentment of all cases
which may be properly submitted
to you in which the evidence is
sufficient. You will first take into
consideration the cases of those
who have been bound over by the
commissioners to appear at this
term of court and who have been
unable to give bail and arc conse-
quently confined in the United
States jail, in order that these per-
sons, if innocent, may be speedily
discharged, and if guilty they may
understand what their fate may
be. After you ha'e disposed of
that class of cases, you will next
take up the cases of those who
have been bound over by the com-
missioners and have given bail
for their appearance, so that their
cases may be properly considered.
After you have disposed these two
classes of caseH your main duty
will remain to bo discharged. You
will then be required to investigate
the caies of all persons, informa

tion in regard to which may be
conveyed to you by witneBies that
may come before you. You should
hear all parties who may come in-
to your presence, no matter how
humble they may be and however
unimportant they may seem to
you. The grand jury is the place
where people may come to seek
redress for their grievances which
they are entitled to before the law.
You should listen to all these com-
plaints with the utmost patience
and give due consideration to the
same.

It is not your province to deter-
mine ultimately the guilt of the
accused. You are a body of secret
inquisition. You are to hear only
the evidence that comes from the
prosecuting witnesses. You are to
determine whether any crime has
been committed, and where you
have reasonable grounds to be-

lieve that the person charged is
guilty, you will present him to the
court, where he will be tried; and
if he has any defense to set up, he
will set it up here, and not in your
presence.

The number of witnesses upon
which to present an indictment is
immaterial one witness is suffi-
cient, except in two classes of cas-

es, one of which will not probably
come before you at this time; that
is the crime of treason. The oth-
er is the crime of perjury. In per-
jury cases you will be required to
have the testimony of two witness-
es, or one witneis corroborated by
such facts as will amount to the
testimony of a different witness.

Your foreman is authorized to
administer oaths, and you will se-

lect from your numbar a clerk,
who will make notes of all the evi-

dence which may be taken before
you. He should carefully note
the christian names of all witness-
es and especially those against
whom presentments may be made.
A grand jury in the Indian Terri-
tory consists of 16 persons, and 16
persons must be present at every
finding of indictment, 12 of whom
must vote in favor of each
bill, and failing to receive that
number you should return the bill
as ignored.

It is my duty to call your atten-
tion especially to some of the
crimes which it will be your duty
to investigate during your deliber-
ations. The act of March 1, 1S95,
contains among other provisions,
the tollowing: " 1 hat every person,
whether Indian or otherwise, who
shall in said territory, manufact-
ure, sell, give away or In any man-
ner or by any means furnish to
any one either for himself or an-

other, any vinous, malt or fer-
mented liquor, or any other fer-

mented drinks of any kind what-
ever, whether medicated or not,
or who shall carry, or in any man-
ner have carried into said territory
any such liquors or drinks, or who
shall be interested in such manu-
facture, sale, giving away, fur-
nishing to anyone, or carrying into
said territory any of such liquors
or drinks, shall, upon conviction
thereof, be punished by fine not
exceeding five hundred dollars
and by imprisonment for not less
than one month nor more than
five years."

This statute has been enacted by
congress in view of the peculiar
conitions which exist in the Indi-
an Territory, and it will bo your
duty to make special investigation
in regard to violations of this
statute. As you will note from it
reading it applies to all classes ot
citizens, and all persons, whether
Indians or otherwise, shall be sub
ject to the penalties ot this statute.
You will notice that this statute is
directed to the suppression of in-

toxicating drinks. Such drinks as
will not produce intoxication are
not within the meaning of the
statuto, but all drinks that will
produce intoxication are within its
meaning, whether medicated or
not, and you are specially charged
to make inquiry as to those viola-tion- s

or evasions of the law which
are covered up by various names
of medicines and bitters, which are
mere subterfuges to prevent the
operation of this law and to sur-
reptitiously get into circulation and
use in this territory intoxicating
drinks. All persons, no matter
what their names may be, or how
much they may be concealed by
labels, are within the meaning of
the statute, and no matter who
may be engaged in the manufact-
ure or sale of the same within the
Indian Territory, should be pre-
sented by you as violators of the
law.

There are two other statutes
which it is my duty to call your
attention to. One is the statute in
reference to slander, which is em-

braced in section 1813 and sections
down to 1820 of Mansfield's Di-

gest of the Statutes of Arkansas,
which are in force in the Indian
Territory. You will investigate
all offenses of that kind and make
presentment of same.

Further special charge will be
given in reference to the removal
of mortgaged property or property
subject to a lien. The removal of
such property from the Indian
Territory or from the jurisdiction
of this court, is defined by the law
as a felony aud subjects the person
guilty thereof to an indictment,
and upon conviction he shall be
sentenced to hard labor in the pen-
itentiary. This statute relates to
the moving of mortgaged property
or property tubject to any lien in
the Indian Territory.

I have thus called your atten-
tion to the leading provisions of
the statute and to you- - duty as
grand jurors. You will observe
lrom this charge that upon you as
a body, and as individuals com-
posing the grand jury, devolves
tho duty of making presentments
and bringing to the court for trial
all persons who have been guilty
of violations of the criminal laws.
Without your interposition, per-
sons guilty of these offenses cannot
be brought to justice. You must
uphold the law, and it is your du-

ty to bring to the knowledge of the
court all persons presented to you
who have been guilty ot infractions
of the criminal laws. It is a grave
responsibility, one from which you
cannot shrink. You have become
by your oaths a part of the official
arm of justice, charged with the

most important of all duties de-

volving upon a citizen, the duty of
enforcing the laws against those
who may violate thom- - Without
your without your
interposition wo would be subject
to all the lawless dement that
might come among us, and there-
fore the people have a right to ex-

pect of you, and do expect of you,
that you will diiligently inquire
and make careful investigation so
that no guilty person shall escape.

There is one other matter to
which the court should call your
attention; it frequently happens
that neighborhood quarrels spring
up and men slip into the grand
jury room for the purpose of hav-
ing prosecution instituted, merely
for their own revenge or gratifica-
tion. The grand jury room is not
the placo for gratifying private
vengence. It is not the place
where men may slander their
neighbors and escape the conse-
quences. Where such a case is
brought before you, you will ex-

amine with great care and consid-
eration all the surrounding cir-
cumstances. But if you find that
a crime has been committed and
the evidence of prejudiced witness-
es is corroborated it will be your
duty to make presentment.

Your investigation is in secret.
You have no right to make known
outside your room anything that
occurs within your council chamb-
ers To do so is a very grave

which would subject you
to punishment for contempt of
court. There is a reason for this.
You will investigate a great many
offenses and hear a great many
witnesses and complaints which
you will find are not sufficient up-
on which to present an indictment.
It would be a great wrong to indi-
viduals whose name should be
thus used if you should go outside
and make public your delibera-
tions. There is but one channel
through which you have a right to
speak and that is by indictment,
prepared by the district attorney
and approved by you and present-
ed to court; and when you have
discharged that duty the seal of
secrecy is thrown over all the rest,
not only during this term, but for
all limp hereafter. You are not to
make known at any time any of
the deliberations of your body.
And finally, I earnestly appeal to
you to discharge faithfully
the duties which will devolve upon
you in your capacity as grand jur-
ors. You will present no man
through malice or ill will, and you
will permit no one to escape
through fear, favor or affection.

FT. SMITH LETTER.

A Vie KlUIntr Id Seqtiorah-Jnd- re

Parker's Cuartro.

Information reached here Mon-
day of the murder of Mack Glass
and Judge Laskey and the mortal
wounding of Ju ge Laskey'a son,
in Sequoyah district, Saturday
night. Glass was in the puniton-tiar- y

at time of the payment and
drew his money only a few days
ago Two men undertook to rob
Glass at Laskey's house and as
the victims showed fight they
were killed. Glass had the money
concealed on his nerson and the
robbers failed to find it.

Ed. Nutter, a stranger.died here
Friday night from the effects of an
overdose of morphine. Whether
he took the poison for the purpose
of killing himself or not is un-

known.
The February term of the feder-

al court opened Monday and Judge
Parker's charge to tho grand jury
was especially forcible. He scored
the Oklahoma and appellate
courts, and said the principal use
of tho latter was to shield crimin-
als from just and deserved punish-
ment. He did not call the Okla-
homa courts farces, but said that
the government's money was
squandered there and no one ever
convicted of murder. He paid
a high tribute to the newspapers
and to the mails by which they
were enabled to enter every house
in the land. In speaking of the
change of tho jurisdiction of the
courts he said the law had always
been administered faithfully here,
but it was continually urged by
those who wanted the court moved,
but that it had never yet cost as
much annually as it takes to pay
the salaries ot the officials of the
Indian Territory courts. He
thought justice and law would best
be served by maintaining tbe jur-
isdiction like it now is until the
Indian Territory was blessed by
statehood.

That Hoard A?aln.
Mr. Justice, I think if you had

signed your name "ridicule" in-

stead of justice it would have been
more appropriate.

Public crib must have an awlul
bearing to cause such sore places
in certain people's hearts that they
smart so under the pepper and salt
applied by the present board of
education in the shape of indiffer-
ence. It is a deplorable fact that
some old teachers have been left
out that should have had schools,
but it is not for us to Fay what
was the cause. Let us cast the
beam out of our own eye that wo
may 3ee more clearly to pluck the
mote out of our brother's eye; but
then we know of no one else but
the present board who could have
been guilty of such a thing I
think, if 1 am not very much mis-

taken, there has been teachers left
out before, orphans dependent on
their salaries for a living, etc. But
they were too proud in spirit to
make known to the public that
their feelings as well as their purso
suffered thereby. But then, that
was done by some other board to
some other person, so it didn't
make any difference I suppose. It
is a supposition that some people
think tho world was mane for
them and theirc, and if anything
happens to rufllo the placidity of
their aristocratic feelings, they
forthwith go on the war path.
They want to bo something like
Turkey; everybody must worship
their way or be immediately anni-

hilated, if not by the sword thon
by the pen. Speaking of the or-

phan child having to pay for Vi-nit-

public school building, and
holding the board of education re

sponsible for same, would say it
is an excellent recommendation
for Vinita. Isn't she able to build
herself a public school house? If
not, won't some charitable neigh-
bor take up a small collection and
pay for Vinita's school house.
Don't let the orphans of that city
have it to pay. Vinita has spread
out her wings and flapped so long
in the past, I thought probably she
was about ready to fly off by this
lime, to become a celestial city,
when low and behold she can't
build herself a public school house,
much less boast of an orphanage.
You speak of sitting down on jus-
tice, decency and the will of the
people. Which one of the honored
names is applied to the
teachers, and to whom docs the
third one apply. Mrs. Anderson?
Be careful, honorable board, and
don't sit too hard. But so long as
you' hides are so callous as not to
feel a stab, I guess there ain't no
danger. Now don't get mad; we
are only upholding justice. There
has been many malicious lies hurl,
ed at the head of the present board,
when I candidly believe they are
just as honorable as any other who
who have held that office, or any
other office heretofore. The idea
of any sane man using the expres-
sion that is credited to the secre-
tary of the board in telling the
teachers that if they didn't trade
at his store they didn't get eny
school, is too thin to hold truth.
I reckon the school marms of Vinita
disobeyed his precepts. Because
some knave has said the board was
composed of two fools and a knave
don't make it so. The expression
only points to the fool himself.
You speak as though the wife ot
the president of the board of edu-
cation waa not capable of teaching
and controlling the minds of the
Cherokee children. I have the
pleasure of saying she was a
school mate of mine, and you will
find her a competent, worthy,
christian lady, fully able to teach
in any of the schools in the terri-
tory, instilling good morals into
the minds and hearts of our youth.
And I suppose Miss Beatty is a
lady fully capable of filling her
position, else she would not have
been honored with the place. I
think Vinita may well be proud of
her next corp of public school
teachers if they have lost a favor-
ite. Respectfully,

Mrs. J. M. Carselowev.

School Teacher Appointments.
Visita, I. T.. Feb. 1. 1HK.

Editor Chieftain: I notice
with pleasure that one Justice,
in last week's issue of your paper
comes nobly to the rescue of the
school board and defends the gen-
tlemen composing the honorable
body against the accusations and
strictures of Mrs. Anderson who
two weeks ago roasted them un-

mercifully in ihe columns of The
Chieftain. Now Justice's heart
is in the right place, and his be-

nevolence of the most approved
orthodox kind, and he or she, as
the case may be, is cut out for a
missionary without doubt. In the
first place the National party
didn't make any mistake when it
selected the three gentlemen com-
posing the board of education.
These men were chosen on ac-

count Oi their peculiar fitness for
the responsible position they oc-

cupy. These three men, headed
by Augustus E. Ivey, whose Iofti-it- y

of purpose, and purity of
character wouldn't be questioned,
and whose honesty and amiabil-nes- s

is known from one end of this
country to the other, are absolute-
ly above suspicion. In the second
place the board did the right thing
in making the politics of the ap-

plicant the only test of qualifica-
tion. The National party hai a
right to exact this much of those
who hold office under its regime,
otherwise it couldn't exist. The
idea of the home board of directors
having anything to say is rank pre-
sumption. It is not the preroga-
tive of .he people at Vinita to have
anything to aay about who teaches
their children; the board of educa-
tion will attend to that for them.
Mr. Ivey's services to tho country
have been such that as a matter of
right ho ought to be allowed to
run the schools without interrup-
tion from the people. But it is
wholly unnecessary for me to de-

fend the board of education, for
there are upwards of one hundred
teachers appointed and every one
of them will defend the board to
the extent of their ability, aud in
some instances that is truly phe-
nomenal.

Hoping that the discussion may
continue indefinitely to the great
edification of the people, I am,

Yours truly,
Soc Et Tuum.

SUItYETOKS IS TROUBLE.

Corner Stours Destrojed and Hearing
Tree If ark Obliterated.

United States. Indian ARency. I

Mcskouze. I. T.. Jan. SI. 1&&. f
Hon. S. 11. Mayes, principal chief. Cherokee

nation. Tahlequah. Indian Territory
Sik: Enclosed herewith 1 send

you a copy of a letter received by
me from the honorable commis-
sioner of Indian affairs, of date
Washington D C, January 20,
1S96, in reference to interference
by Indians with the work of the
surveyors who have been and are
now operating in the Indian Ter-
ritory under the director of the
geological survey under authority
of congress.

The letter is 6elf explanatory,
and I hope you will give it due
publicity, through tho proper chan
nels, amoiig your people.

Very respectiully,
D. M. Wisdom,

U. S. Indian Agent.
Department of tho Interior. 1

Jfllceof Indian Alfalrs. v
Wasiiimitun. I). C. Jan. 3). IS! 5. 1

Dew M. Wisdom. U. tf. Indian Agent, Union
Agency, Jiuskogce, i. i.

Sir: 1 am in receipt.by depart
ment reference for report, of a let-

ter dated January 13, 189(5, from
tho director of the geological tur
vev. in which he encloses an ab
stract from a letter received by
him frcm C. II Filch, topogriph-u- r

in charge of the Indian Terri-
tory surveys, and inviting a'ten-tio- n

to that portion of said ab-

stract wherein Mr Fitch states
that it seems to him that with the
help of United States marshals the

Adair,
SI,
BY

D. S. CUMMING
A Full Stock of Goods Consisting of --- -v

Shelf Hardware, Steel, Iron and Wagon Material?
Stoves and Tinware, Harness. Plowy, Harrows,
Cultivators, Tools. Hoes, Rakes, Farm Wagons,
Spring Goods, Furniture, Bed Springs, Mattresses
All of these and many other articles will be sold
cheap for cash, SIX DAYS IN EACH WEEK. Also
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N Yours for business,
Adair, Ind, Ter. D. S. CUMMING.
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Oliver Baobv, J. O.
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S. S. Cobb, Oliver Bagby, B. F. Fortner, G. W.Beck,

E. N. RatcliQ, M. E. Milford, W. A. Graham,
J. 0. Hall, W. E. Halsell, E. B. Frayser, H. C. Cook.
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persons complained of in his letter
might be punished, and that if
prompt action be taken, further
trouble would be avoided.

Tho abstract from Mr. Fitch's
letter reports that he is much an.
noyed by reports that Indians, or
others had destroyed their corners;
that the last of these reports had
come from Mr. Harrison's party
in the Creek nation, where he is
informed that not only has the
corner (stone or post) been des-stroy-

ed

or carried away, but that
the marks un the bearing
trees were obliterated with axes;
that it would seem to him that
with the help of the U. S. marsh-
als, these person- - might be pun-
ished, and if proper action be tak-
en, further trouble would be avoid-

ed; that section 2412 and 2413 of
the revised statutes are the only
laws of which he is aware relating
to the matter.

He also reports that he is
"recently Messrs. Good-lov- e

and Wilkinson, surveyors of
Mr. Harrison's party, found it
necess-ar- to stay all night at an
Indian's house ir the Seminole na-

tion; that he understands this In-

dian is a brother of Governor
Brown of tbe Seminole nation, and
that at first he was quite willing
to entertain them, but proceeded
to get disagreeably drunk and
drove them out of the house the
next morning with a rifle, firing
throe shots at th-Ji- as they ran;
that he afterwards sent word that
lie regretted the occurrence and
invited them to return, but they
declined and have not ventured
near him since."

The sections of the revised stat-utu- es

referred to by Mr. Filch pro-
vide penalties for interrupting
hindering, or preventing the sur-

veying of public lands or any pri-
vate land claim and for the presi-
dent to order tho marshal of the
state or district in which surveys
arc being made by himself or his
deputy to attend and protect the
surveyors.

You will investigate the com-
plaints of the gentlemen by Mr.
Filch, and warn the Indians that
they will not be permitted to inter-ler- e

with the surveys being made
by the officers of the geological
survey in the Indian Territory,
and the government will certainly
take effective steps for their pun-
ishment for destroying these mon
uments and bearing marks, or
otherwise interfering with the sur-
veys in their country now being
carried on by tho authority of con-

gress.
You will communicate with the

authorities of the five civilized
tribes and say to them that such
conduct on the part of their peo-
ple will be very strong and con-

vincing evidence of the absolute
truthfulness of the damaging alle-
gations that have been published
broadcast to the country from both
official and unofficial sources, of
high-hande- d lawlessness prevail-
ing in their country that "a reign
of ttrror exists there and barbar-
ous outrages almost impossible of
belief are enacted, " and which
charges the authorities have so
eagerly sought to refute, and furth-
ermore, if the outrages complained
of by the surveyors are committed
by others than cHizens of the na-

tions, it is equal y to their inter-
est a a people, to use every prop-
er means in their power to prevent
repetition of the same.

You will also instruct the Indian
polico employed in the several na-

tions to keep watch with a view to
ascertaining who the guilty par-
ties are. Very lespectfully,

D. M. Browning,
Commissioner.

One second-han- d 003 pound safe, al-

most new. Turner & Burckhalter.

f I

Ind. Ter.

Hali, II. C. Cook,

If tbe press of Oklahoma and
the Chickasaw nation would stop
long enough to ask, they would
soon find out that nine tenths of
the people of the five tribes are
opposed to single statehood, and
if the Indians are to be consulted
they are opposed to statehood in
any lorm, either single or double.

A Fortrjqe Awaits Someone.

A model of one of tbe most
useful and practical machines
ever invented may be seen at
Billy Williamson's, south of
the Academy. The Cooper
Extension Scaffold for me-
chanics, painters, plasterers,
haymen and farmers.

A great opportunity for active
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Vinita, Ind. Ter.
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